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SUMMARY 
 

Seasoned Senior Executive and Board Director of globally-oriented sophisticated private and public businesses and organizations, 
especially those active in emerging markets.  A veteran finance practitioner driving growth through successively creative approaches to 
seizing ‘first mover’ advantage; executing new product market entry, geographic expansion and enterprise restructuring strategies; 
developing agile global supply chains; building co-investment relationships; and championing advances in technology to enhance 
productivity.  An authority on implementing innovative, multidimensional approaches for risk-mitigation, including strong incentives for 
sound corporate governance; rigorous adherence to FCPA and auditing compliance protocols; systematic assessment of reputational 
due diligence; and proactive activist stakeholder strategies and corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives. Recognized as decisive 
yet thoughtful strategic decision-maker in fast-paced, high pressured environments. A leader with a track record of performance 
exceeding expectations; forging nimble results-oriented strategic plans; building highly collaborative, globally situated, multi-
cultural world-class teams of professionals; and displaying conduct of the utmost integrity, fiduciary responsibility, congeniality 
and trust. 
▪ Demonstrated Ability to Enhance Business Growth and Financial Performance in International Markets. Steadfast 

focus on cost-effective delivery of superior quality outcomes; pursuing proactive competitive strategies to outperform 
rivals; and scrupulous evaluation, and when needed, changes, of practices to reduce exposure to external and internal 
risks. 

▪ Application of Unique Interdisciplinary Blend of Finance, Strategy, Compliance and Policy-Making Expertise. 
Capitalizing on financial/corporate alliances to exploit complementarities while mitigating risk; exercising adroit 
negotiating abilities as former White House trade and economic security official; and using novel methods for 
market/competitor intelligence. 

▪ Proven Proactive Stakeholder Engagement, Collaboration, and Thought-Leadership Skills.  Facilitating internal 
‘buy-in’ through cogent articulation of strategies and goals, and how to apply them across differentiated markets; and 
building strong relationships with various internal and external constituencies to help prevent meritless activist 
challenges.   

▪ Extensive Governance Experience.  Decades of service on private and non-profit Boards; strategic advisor to C-
Suites and Boards of public domestic and foreign companies; member of large executive management teams, 
including at a Big Four Accounting firm; and Master Workshop Faculty Member of the National Association of 
Corporate Directors.  

    Sectoral Expertise:   (Principal Expertise) 
▪ Financial Services:  Banking; Private Equity; Asset Management; M&A/JVs; FinTech; R&D; Auditing  
▪ Infrastructure: Logistics; ICT/Telecoms; Aviation; Shipping; Rail; Trucking; e-Commerce; Construction; Tourism 
▪ Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources:  Oil; Natural Gas; Electric Power; Non-Fossil Fuels/Renewables; Mining; Forestry 

 

    Functional Expertise: 

▪     International Corporate Finance 
▪ Capital Raising, Deal Flow Origination, Strategic Alliances, Public-Private-Partnerships (PPPs), Privatization Tenders 
▪ Leveraging Sovereign Trade and Investment Agreements 
▪ Expert Witness for International Trade and Investment, Antitrust, Regulation, Property Rights, Economic Damages Cases 

 

    Geographical Expertise:  (Excluding Advanced Countries, Expertise in 75+ Emerging Markets Across 5 Continents) 
▪  East Asia: China & ASEAN; South Asia: India and Nepal; LATAM: Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Trinidad/Tobago 
▪  Europe: All E./Cent.; Balkans; Turkey; Russia/CIS: Vast Majority of FSU; Africa: Majority; Middle East: UAE, Kuwait, Israel, Egypt 

 
 

EXECUTIVE AND OPERATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
 

Proa Global Partners LLC                                                  Washington, DC  
CEO and Managing Partner                                          2015-present 
 

Boutique financial and management consulting firm focused on emerging markets. Helps execute direct investment and financing 
strategies that both harness new commercial opportunities and reduce risk exposure.  Clients are C-Suite executives and Boards of 
U.S./non-U.S. corporates, investment houses and private equity firms, pensions, family offices, and sovereign wealth funds.   

   Firm established in January 2015 built on practice founded and led at PwC (following retirement; see below). 
   Operates via alliances with niche consultancies and personal network of 30+ seasoned individuals situated globally. 
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Johns Hopkins University Faculty, Graduate School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)                           Washington, DC 
Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Institute                                                     2015-present 
Director, Executive Council on Emerging Markets and Global Enterprise  
Council is a new independent executive education entity integrated across Hopkins’ global campuses in Nanjing, China; Bologna, 
Italy; and Washington, DC.  Off-the-record thematic-specific roundtables among executives in advanced & emerging markets.   
 
PricewaterhouseCoopers                                     Washington, DC 
Senior Managing Director                               2011-2015 
 

Founded and led new Global Cross-Border Transaction Management Consulting business for PwC’s Advisory Practice.  Also served 
as PwC’s Chief Economist, engaging in major client-facing engagements with senior leaders of PwC’s Auditing and Tax Practices.  
Management consulting practice executed operational strategies international market entry and M&A/JV transactions for US and 
non-US Fortune 100 corporates, institutional investors and private equity funds. Engagements covered investment by advanced 
country-based firms into emerging markets; market entry by emerging market-based firms into advanced countries; and 
transactions by firms based in one emerging market entering into another emerging market.    
 

   Highlighted in Kennedy Analytics, as the “vanguard of new market entry strategy consulting providers”. 
   Within 3 years of establishment from scratch, annual consulting fees exceeded US$7 million on a global basis.  
   Most engagements generated on a proactive/sole-source basis rather than through competitive tenders. 
   Clients of very diverse nationalities many outside the U.S. and often involved multi-country deals. 
   Built new team of 25+ professionals located worldwide. 

 
 

Albright Capital Management   (Private Equity)                 Washington, DC 
Managing Director                     2008-2011 
Member, Investment Committee                            
 

ACM is an emerging markets-focused private equity-alternative strategy investment fund comprised of 20+ Wall Street investment 
veterans.  Strategic investors are large international pension funds. Assets under management were just under US$1 billion. 

 Key participant in capital-raising and development of alternative funding structures and strategies  
 Led ACM’s in-house proactive deal-flow origination vehicle—its “conveyor belt” process  
 On Investment Committee; oversaw proprietary competitive/policy risk assessment of each investment 

 
 
 

The Albright Group (now Albright Stonebridge)                                                                                                    Washington, DC 
Managing Director                                           2008-2011 
 

Global business diplomacy firm chaired by Madeleine Albright focused on market entry matters and commercial/regulatory 
disputes exclusively outside the U.S. market.  All clients were non-governmental entities.    

 Led finance/risk advisory work in Asia, Europe, CIS, and LATAM; established new practice exclusively focused on Africa 
 Annual fee revenues  ~ US$1.5 million 

 
 

The World Bank Group                   Washington, DC             
Leader, Sovereign Finance Operations  (China; Europe; Russia/CIS; Balkans; Africa)                                   1993-2008 
 

China (1993-1997) 
 Negotiated/led Bank’s loan operations (US$1 billion) in China financing restructuring of state-owned enterprises; corporate 

governance reform; state asset management strategy; Special Economic Zone liberalization; creation of competition law. 
 Worked throughout China’s largest Southern, Eastern, Northern and Western provinces.  
 Managed interdisciplinary team of 15+ Chinese and non-Chinese professionals. 

 

Russia/CIS (1998-2001) 
 Negotiated and led US$2.9 billion structural adjustment loan program in Russia before, during and after 1998 economic crisis. 
 Financed enterprise restructuring; privatization auction framework; energy and transport sector reform; trade liberalization  
 Managed interdisciplinary team of 25+ Russian and non-Russian professionals 
 Also negotiated and led sovereign finance operations in a number of the other 20+ former Soviet Union states. 

 

Balkans (2002-2004) 
 Led the Bank’s team on post-conflict, reconstruction financing loans (US$550 million) to Croatia and other Balkan economies.            
 Managed interdisciplinary team of 10+ Balkan and non-Balkan professionals 

 

Africa (2005-2008) 
 Served as the Bank's Economic Advisor for all of the sub-Saharan continent; missions to 25+ African countries. 
 Developed Bank’s new corporate strategy in Africa and new catalytic "venture capital" investment fund. 
 Led pioneering data-intensive fieldwork analyzing operations of Indian and Chinese enterprises in Africa. 
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Executive Office of the President                    Washington, DC 
United States Assistant Trade Representative                          1991-1993 
 

 Lead for US negotiations covering cross-border trade and investment in all services sectors (e.g., finance, insurance, 
telecoms, transport, software development, construction, tourism, accounting etc.) establishing NAFTA and WTO.   

 Lead for all US Bilateral Investment Treaty (BITs) negotiations. Concluded BITs with 20+ FSU, Asian and LATAM countries. 
 Member, Board of the Overseas Private Investment Company (OPIC) - provider of risk insurance for US firms 
 Member, Committee on Foreign Investment in the US (CFIUS) - assesses national security impacts of foreign investment 
 Managed staff of 35+ professionals 
 Selected as Member of the Senior Executive Service (SES) 

 

President's Council of Economic Advisers, The White House        Washington, DC 
Chief of Staff                         1990-1991 
                     

 Managed inter-agency process for Cabinet-level economic policy advice for the U.S. President 
 Responsible for helping to prepare nightly economic briefs for the President 
 Coordinated the annual writing of The Economic Reports of the President (oversaw two over two years)  
 Day-to-day management of 25+ professional staff of economists  

 

United States Senate                Washington, DC 
Senior Professional Staff, Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs (John Glenn, Chairman)                1987-1990  
 

 Drafted legislation on US competitiveness; trade policy; regulatory reform; federal budget policy 
 Key staff drafter of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 
 Organized and managed committee hearings on US economic growth; regulation; and science-technology policy  
 Chief economic advisor to Committee Chairman on all legislative matters and votes 
 

Harvard University              Cambridge, MA 
Faculty Member in (i) School of Arts & Sciences, Department of Economics; (ii) Kennedy School of Government;      1985-1987 
and (iii) Harvard Energy and Environmental Policy Center 

 

 Taught courses on multinational corporate strategy and on energy markets and policy 
 Managed teams on major projects on energy security; oil markets; and natural gas regulation  

 

Resources for the Future, Inc.            Washington, DC 
Assistant Director, Center on Energy Policy                    1981-1984 

 

 Policy development for enhancing US energy security and regulatory reform of natural gas pipelines 
 Led large-scale project on barriers to oil exploration in non-OPEC developing countries 
 Testified before Congress on oil market developments 

 

Johns Hopkins University, Graduate School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS)      
Washington, DC 
Professorial Lecturer in International Economics                   1981-1984 

 

 Taught graduate courses on multinational corporate strategy 
 

The Brookings Institution             Washington, DC 
Fellow, Economic Studies Program                   1980-1981 

 

 Conducted doctoral research on competition in the oil industry 
 

The RAND Corporation                       Washington, DC 
Consultant on Energy Security Policy                           1979 

 

 Advised international energy security policy and R&D on alternative energy sources 
 

 
CURRENT AND RECENT BOARD EXPERIENCE 

NB: Due to recurring conflict of interest constraints, permitted to join corporate boards only since end-2016 
 
 

ArmorText  (Cybersecurity Software Intra-Enterprise Messaging Service Provider)             Tysons Corner, VA 
 

Member, Advisory Board   (Compensated Board Position)                        2017-Present 
 

Private equity-funded cybersecurity software firm providing end-to-end encryption enterprise-wide messaging service. 
▪   Currently no outsiders on board of directors; thus, I serve as the sole outsider in a governance capacity. 
▪   Leveraging strategic and operational advising C-Suite on product development and geographic expansion. 
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National Association of Corporate Directors (NACD)                  Washington, DC 
 

Master Workshop Faculty Member  (Compensated Position)           2016-present                 
 

Paid NACD faculty member to conduct intensive, operationally-oriented workshops for fellow Non-Executive Directors.  
 Also serve as NACD keynote speaker. Member of Opening Panel for NACD’s Annual Summit (with former Senator 
       Olympia Snowe, former SEC Commission Troy Paredes, and former IBM Chief Scientist Nick Donofrio). 
 

 

Lake Tanganyika Floating Health Clinic  (Family Office; Healthcare and Telecom Services Provider)                  Chicago 
 

Member, Advisory Board   (Partially Compensated Position)                      2015-Present 
 

LTFHC, largely funded by Family Office, delivers healthcare and telecom services across 4 contiguous countries remotely 
located in the center of the Africa continent that form the border of the world’s second largest and deepest freshwater lake.   

    Advise on cross-border negotiation strategy with local private and governmental entities 
    Leverage expertise in international telecom services transactions 

 

 
PartnersGlobal   (Worldwide Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Services Provider)        Washington, DC     
 

Member, Board of Directors and Member, Executive Committee              2012-Present 
 

PartnersGlobal, founded in 1998, comprises both for-profit and not-for-profit entities that provide international alternative 
dispute resolution (ADR) services in 22 countries, largely in Latin America, The Middle East and Africa.  

▪    As Executive Committee Member, lead on finance and audits 
▪    Recent efforts focus on establishing new partnerships; market expansion; and board recruitment 

 

 
Global Business School Network   (Management of Strategic Alliances of MBA Programs Worldwide)       Washington, DC    
 

Member, Advisory Board                      2009-Present 
 

GBSN manages strategic alliances between top business schools in advanced countries with those in emerging markets; 
facilitates best practices in curricula development; liaises with corporates for hiring of MBAs from local business schools 

    Assist GBSN C-Suite to develop relationships with Fortune 500 firms operating in these markets 
    Provide practitioner advice to GBSN on curriculum development to raise quality of MBA graduates  

 
 

Corporate Council on Africa  (Association of U.S. Businesses in Africa)         Washington, DC    
Member, Board of Directors                        2011-2015 
 

CCA advocates on behalf of U.S. businesses for U.S./African policy changes to reduce exposure to risks of U.S. investment 
in Africa and facilitate face-to-face commercial interactions between C-Suite executives of U.S.- and Africa-based firms. 

   Active in overseeing management, ensuring robust governance, and recruiting new board members 
   Leveraged expertise in cross-border investment and export and import transactions in Africa  

 
 
 

Russian-American Chamber of Commerce  (Association of Largest U.S. Multinationals in Russia)                New York      
Member, Advisory Board                          2005-2008 
 
 

The Russian-American Chamber of Commerce focuses on meetings between C-Suite executives of U.S. multinationals  
operating in Russia to meet with senior government officials to foster stronger U.S.-Russia trade and investment relations. 

   Leveraged expertise in Russian markets and personal relationships with senior policy makers in Moscow 
   Helped recruit new board members 

 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Council on Foreign Relations 
Elected Lifetime Member                             1995-present 
 

Bretton Woods Committee 
Lifetime Member                            2008-present 

 
BUSINESS COLUMNIST 

 
Forbes; Newsweek-International; and Gulf News            New York; Tokyo; and Dubai     
Monthly Columnist on Global Finance, Business, Governance, Innovation                                2015 – Present    
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

Professional Articles 
Numerous peer-reviewed articles in Finance, Management, Economics, Law, and Foreign Policy journals, including: 

Yale Journal on Regulation; Columbia Journal of World Business; Foreign Affairs; International Lawyer; Natural 
Resources Journal; International Journal of Industrial Organization; Journal of Corporate Ownership & Control; The 
Energy Journal; Journal of Transnational Corporations; Finance & Development; Journal of Economics and Business 

 

 
Books   
Several books published.  Most recent:  

Africa’s Silk Road: China and India’s New Economic Frontier  (2008) 
From Economic Disintegration to Reintegration: Russia and the Former Soviet Union in World Trade (2006) 
China’s Management of Enterprise Assets: The State as Shareholder  (2000) 

 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

A.B.,    Brown University, magna cum laude, Economics and History.  Elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  1977 
A.M.,  The University of Michigan, Economics.  1978 
Ph.D., The University of Michigan, Economics.  1981 
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